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Purpose 
 
This guidance sets out professionals who require access to Personal Protective Equipment (PPE), 
the process to assess the level of PPE required and the allocation of PPE by need of its use, to 
ensure rational and appropriate distribution of PPE stock across all workforces in Hertfordshire. 
 
This guidance is a summary of the national guidance and aims to provide PPE recommendations 
for a range of work settings including social care, residential settings, education, police, fire and 
rescue, homeless shelters and mortuary.   

 

What is PPE and why is it needed? 
 
PPE is equipment that will protect our workforce against health or safety risks at work.  It can 
include items such as gloves, eye protection, sanitiser and respiratory protective equipment.   
 
PPE is used amongst the workforce for several reasons;  
 

1. protect workers from becoming infected by people with infections 
 

2. protect people receiving care, vulnerable to infection, from being infected by workers 
 

3. prevent the spread of infection 

 
 

 
 
 

As from 12th April, PHE have confirmed that the UK is currently 
experiencing sustained transmission of Covid-19.  In this scenario, 
PHE have advised that Table 4 in the national PPE guidance 
should be referred to, where relevant. 
 
 

  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/wuhan-novel-coronavirus-infection-prevention-and-control/covid-19-personal-protective-equipment-ppe


PPE in Hertfordshire: Requirement and Supply 
    

4 | P a g e  
 

FIGURE 1: KEY COVID-19 PPE PRINCIPLES FOR STAFF  

PPE IS NOT REQUIRED ALL THE TIME 

WHEREVER POSSIBLE, AVOID PHYSICAL INTERACTION BY DEFERRING VISITS , DELIVERING 

SERVICES REMOTELY OR FOLLOWING SOCIAL DISTANCING GUIDANCE   

   

Do you, or someone in 
your household have 
Covid-19 symptoms3? 

Are you required to provide 
direct care1 for; 
1. a well child or adult, 
2. a well very vulnerable2 child 

or adult  
3. a symptomatic3 child or 

adult  

You do not require PPE. 
- Maintain good hygiene  
- Maintain > 2m distance from all 

patients/residents 
- Use other safety/PPE equipment 

which would be ordinarily used 
for your job role.  

NO 

You require PPE.   
See Table 1. 

YES 

NO 

Do not continue work.  
Follow self-isolation guidance 

NO 

YES 
Can the service be delivered over 
the phone or internet? 
(where possible services should be 
delivered without any person interaction) 

NO 

1, 2, 3 See overleaf 

Can the request be deferred to a 
later date?  
(where possible all non-urgent calls for 
service should be deferred)  

NO 
Urgent requests only  

Can the service be delivered with 
the symptomatic3 individual at 
least 2 metres away? 
  

YES 

Are you visiting a household 
with;  
1. Very vulnerable2 children 

and/or adults 
2. A symptomatic3  

household member  
 
 

 
 

NO 

YES 

You still require PPE.   
See Table 1. 

Are you working in an area/room or 
cleaning areas where symptomatic3 
children and/or adults are or have been? 
 

 
YES 

You require PPE.   
See Table 1. 

NO 
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1. Direct care; Patient facing contact and/or activity of < 2 metres, which includes clinical, 

social or public health activity  

 

2. People falling into this extremely vulnerable group include  

a. Solid organ transplant recipients. 
b. People with specific cancers:  

i. people with cancer who are undergoing active chemotherapy 
ii. people with lung cancer who are undergoing radical radiotherapy 

iii. people with cancers of the blood or bone marrow such as leukemia, lymphoma 
or myeloma who are at any stage of treatment 

iv. people having immunotherapy or other continuing antibody treatments for 
cancer 

v. people having other targeted cancer treatments which can affect the immune 
system, such as protein kinase inhibitors or PARP inhibitors 

vi. people who have had bone marrow or stem cell transplants in the last 6 months, 
or who are still taking immunosuppression drugs 

c. People with severe respiratory conditions including all cystic fibrosis, severe asthma and 
severe COPD. 

d. People with rare diseases and inborn errors of metabolism that significantly increase the 
risk of infections (such as SCID, homozygous sickle cell). 

e. People on immunosuppression therapies sufficient to significantly increase risk of 
infection. 

f. Women who are pregnant with significant heart disease, congenital or acquired. 

 

3. Symptomatic children or adults must meet the following possible or confirmed case 

definition;   

- Care in the community; New continuous cough and/or high temperature  

- Individuals requiring hospital admission; Clinical or radiological evidence of 

pneumonia, acute respiratory distress syndrome or influenza like illness (fever 

≥37.8°C and at least one of the following respiratory symptoms, which must be of 

acute onset: persistent cough (with or without sputum), hoarseness, nasal discharge 

or congestion, shortness of breath, sore throat, wheezing, sneezing) 

Covid-19 Possible and confirmed case definition guidance 

  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/wuhan-novel-coronavirus-initial-investigation-of-possible-cases/investigation-and-initial-clinical-management-of-possible-cases-of-wuhan-novel-coronavirus-wn-cov-infectionhed%20and%20dried%20between%20clients
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Principles for PPE 
 
There is a significant shortfall of PPE, exacerbated by those who have no real need for PPE 
buying or stockpiling it.  It is important to recognise that  
 

1. Not everyone needs PPE  
 

2. Good handwashing, use of hand gel (if soap and water is not accessible) and social 
distancing (> 2 metres) in many cases are effective strategies to prevent spread of 
Covid-19 infection. 
 

3. An ‘in house’ risk assessment should identify differing needs for PPE and individuals 
should only use what is required given the scenario they are in.  There is no need to 
upgrade the use of PPE.   

 

PPE guidance 
 
PHE and other bodies have developed a range of guidance’s to advise the level of PPE required 
for various work settings.  This has led to multiple inconsistent recommendations.  In light of this, 
the Public Health (PH) team at HCC recommend following the steps below.  
 
On the basis that Covid-19 is circulating highly in the community (as confirmed by PHE on 12th 
April 2020), the Covid-19 infection prevention and control national guidance supersedes PPE 
specific guidance for specific settings (see Appendix A).  This is a health and social care guidance 
document, but the principles for PPE are transferable to a range of settings.  A summary of this 
can be found in Table 1.   
 
Where settings are slightly different to the scenarios in Table 1, additional advice has been 
included in a separate section for the following settings; teachers, nursery practitioners, special 
schools, first responders (police, fire and rescue), prisons (and other prescribed places of 
detention) and management and care of deceased.    
 
Outside of the above settings, there is little scientific evidence of widespread benefit from PPE.  
Instead practising good hand hygiene and social distancing are key to minimising the risk of 
infection.  
 
Any PPE recommendations published after 12th April will be reviewed by HCC PH and amended 
accordingly in this guidance, which can be tracked under the version control.    

Who needs PPE?  
 
A summary of PPE requirements across a range of scenario’s in the national guidance can be 
found in Table 1.  This incorporates tables 2, 3 and 4.      
 
Additional details for PPE in the following settings; teachers, nursery practitioners, special schools, 
first responders (police, fire and rescue), prisons (and other prescribed places of detention) and 
management and care of deceased can be found in the next section.  
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/wuhan-novel-coronavirus-infection-prevention-and-control#history
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/878750/T2_poster_Recommended_PPE_for_primary__outpatient__community_and_social_care_by_setting.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/879108/T3_poster_Recommended_PPE_for_ambulance_staff_paramedics_transport_pharmacy.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/879111/T4_poster_Recommended_PPE_additional_considerations_of_COVID-19.pdf
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In summary;   
 
- Where direct care is being delivered (< 2 metres) to well children and adults, specific PPE is 

advised under the likelihood that any person having Covid-19 is increased.  In these settings, 
PPE requirements are apron, gloves, and fluid repellent mask (with the exception of some 
conditions like nurseries and special schools where a risk assessment for a mask is more 
appropriate) with the need for eye protection being risk assessed against anticipated/likely risk 
of contamination with splashes, droplets of blood or body fluids.  

 

- Where direct care is being delivered to very vulnerable well children and/or adults or visiting 
households with very vulnerable children and/or adults, PPE requirements are apron, gloves 
and fluid repellent mask.  However, the need for eye protection will need to be risk assessed 
against anticipated/likely risk of contamination with splashes, droplets of blood or body fluids. 
 

- Where direct care is being delivered to symptomatic children and/or adults or direct care to 
any member of the household where any member of the household is symptomatic, PPE 
requirements are apron, gloves and fluid repellent surgical mask.  The requirement for eye 
protection must be risk assessed against anticipated/likely risk of contamination with splashes, 
droplets of blood or body fluids. 
 

- PPE is not required when care can be delivered to well or symptomatic children or adults whilst 
maintaining a reasonable distance of 2 metres.  
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Table 1. Summary of Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) use in non-healthcare settings (10th April 2020 – see version control for 
additional updates) 

This table is a summary of Tables 2, 3 and 4 in the Covid-19 infection prevention and control national guidance. 
This is a health and social care guidance document, but the principles for PPE are transferable to a range of settings 

  PPE Additional items 

Scenario  
 
Well Staff providing; 

Disposable 
gloves  

Disposable 
plastic apron  

Surgical 
mask   

Fluid repellent 
(Type-IIR) 
surgical mask  

Eye protection  
(single use if 
available)4 

Disposable 
bags (for any 
waste) 

Hand 
hygiene   
 

Direct care to well children and/or adults   

Direct care1 to well children and/or adults 
but treat as highly likely to have Covid-19 whilst transmission 
of Covid-19 high in the community 

✓ 

single use6 

✓ 

single use6 

x ✓ sessional use7 

(risk assess5 for 
nursery/special 
schools)   

✓ risk assess5 or 

sessional7 use 

✓ ✓ 

Direct care1 to very vulnerable2 children and/or adults or 
visiting households with very vulnerable2 children and/or adults 

✓ 

single use6 

✓ 

single use6 

x ✓ sessional use7 

 

✓ risk assess5 or 

sessional7 use 

✓ ✓ 

Performing an aerosol generating procedure on any child or 
adult  
 

✓ 

single use6 

✓ single use 

fluid repellent 
overall gown6 

 ✓single use 

filtering face piece 
respirator6 

✓ single use6  ✓ ✓ 

Direct care to symptomatic3 children and/or adults 

Direct care1 to symptomatic3 children and/or adults  
or direct care1 to any member of the household where any 
member of the household is symptomatic3  

✓  

single use6 

✓ 

single use6  

x ✓ single6 or 

sessional7 use 

✓ risk assess5 or 

sessional7 use 

✓ ✓ 

Non direct care delivery         

Working in an area (home/room) with symptomatic3 children 
and/or adults and 2 metres maintained.   

X x x x x x x 

Working in an area (home/room) with symptomatic3 children 
and/or adults and unable to maintain > 2metres e.g. meal 
rounds / medication rounds, cleaning. 

X x x ✓ sessional7 use ✓ risk assess5 or 

sessional7 use 

✓ ✓ 

Working in the same room as symptomatic3 children and/or 
adults and unable to maintain >2 metres e.g communal rooms, 
reception. 

X x ✓ 

sessional7 
use 

x  x x ✓ 

Cleaning areas where symptomatic3 children and/or adults 
have been  

✓ ✓ x x (risk assess5 for 
body fluids) 

x (risk assess5 for 
body fluids) 

✓ ✓ 

Patient transport service driver transporting individuals to 
essential appointments, in a vehicle without a bulkhead, 
and within 2 metres. 
 

X x ✓ 

sessional7 
use 

x x x ✓ 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/878750/T2_poster_Recommended_PPE_for_primary__outpatient__community_and_social_care_by_setting.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/879108/T3_poster_Recommended_PPE_for_ambulance_staff_paramedics_transport_pharmacy.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/879111/T4_poster_Recommended_PPE_additional_considerations_of_COVID-19.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/wuhan-novel-coronavirus-infection-prevention-and-control#history
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Footnotes for Table 1. 
 

1. Direct care; Patient facing contact and/or activity of < 2 metres, which includes clinical, social or public health activity such as assisting with 

washing, access to a invasive device such as feeding tube or catheter, police officer restraining/interview,   
 

2. People falling into this extremely vulnerable group- see page 4.   
 

3. Symptomatic children or adults must meet the following possible or confirmed case definition;   

- Care in the community; New continuous cough and/or high temperature  

- Individuals requiring hospital admission; Clinical or radiological evidence of pneumonia, acute respiratory distress syndrome or influenza 

like illness (fever ≥37.8°C and at least one of the following respiratory symptoms, which must be of acute onset: persistent cough (with 

or without sputum), hoarseness, nasal discharge or congestion, shortness of breath, sore throat, wheezing, sneezing) 

Covid-19 Possible and confirmed case definition guidance 

 

4. This will mostly be sessional use (with some exceptions for single use) or reusable face/eye protection/full face visor or goggles. 
 

5. Risk assess refers to utilising PPE when there is an anticipated/likely risk of contamination with splashes, droplets of blood or body fluids. 

Where staff consider there is a risk to themselves or the individuals they are caring for they should wear a fluid repellent surgical mask with 

or without eye protection as determined by the individual staff member for the care episode/single session.  Risk assessments of 

situations must be carried out by the person leading the activity,  which is then approved by their manager before PPE can be 

used.    
 

6. Single use refers to disposal of PPE or decontamination of reusable items e.g. eye protection or respirator, after each patient and/or 

following completion of a procedure, task, or session; dispose or decontaminate reusable items after each patient contact as per Standard 

Infection Control Precautions (SICPs). 
 

7. Sessional use or continuous wear refers to the period of time until you take a break.  The period of duty between your breaks is the 

equivalent to what we refer as a ‘session’.  A single session refers to a period of time where a health care worker is undertaking duties in a 

specific care setting/exposure environment e.g. on a ward round; providing ongoing care for inpatients.  PPE should be disposed of after 

each session or earlier if damaged, soiled, or uncomfortable. 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/wuhan-novel-coronavirus-initial-investigation-of-possible-cases/investigation-and-initial-clinical-management-of-possible-cases-of-wuhan-novel-coronavirus-wn-cov-infectionhed%20and%20dried%20between%20clients
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PPE in other Specialist Groups  
 

Education settings  
 
Teachers (excludes nursery practitioners and special needs staff)  
 
With the exception of nursery practitioners and special needs staff who are delivering on-
going direct care, teachers in schools are unlikely to require access to PPE.  Staff, young 
people and children should stay at home if they are unwell with a new continuous cough or a 
high temperature to avoid spreading infection to others.  At the school, staff are asked to ; 

- Maintain good hand hygiene (wash hands and soap with water for 20 seconds 
frequently). 

- Avoid touching the face 
- Use a tissue or elbow to cough, sneeze and use bins for tissue waste 
- Try to follow the social distancing guidelines as best they can   

 
In the event, staff, young people or children become unwell onsite with a new continuous 
cough or high temperature, they should leave the building immediately or be isolated in a 
separate room immediately (where possible a window should be opened for ventilation) until 
collection.  They will remain isolated according to the stay at home guidance .  If it is not 
possible to isolate them, move them to an area which is at least 2 meters away from other 
people. 
 
Areas which have been touched by the unwell person should be cleaned and disinfected 
using standard cleaning products.  Hands should also be thoroughly cleaned after contact 
with the unwell person and after cleaning.   
 
Where close contact with a symptomatic child occurs and social distancing is not possible, it 
is recommended that staff looking after the unwell child wears;  

- Disposable apron,  
- Disposable gloves and  
- Fluid repellent surgical mask.   
- The requirement for eye protection must be risk assessed against 

anticipated/likely risk of contamination with splashes, droplets of blood or body 
fluids.   

 
Staff cleaning infected areas should wear; 

- Disposable apron and 
- Disposable gloves.  
- It is advised to wear a fluid repellent surgical mask and eye protection if there is 

likely risk of contamination with splashes, droplets of blood or body fluids.  
 
Nursery practitioners and special needs staff 
 
Given the nature of the work, which is close contact with babies, children and young people, 
and the unlikelihood of social distancing, it is recommended that staff wear  

- Disposable apron,  
- Disposable gloves and  
- The requirement for fluid repellent surgical mask and eye protection must be risk 

assessed against anticipated/likely risk of contamination with splashes, droplets 
of blood or body fluids.   

 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance
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Police  

For the majority of policing activities, it is unlikely that officers will require any additional PPE 
for normal activities.  They are encouraged to maintain good hygiene and continue social 
distancing (>2 metres).   

PPE is recommended in circumstances where close contact (<2 metres) with the public is 
likely and social distancing is not available.  As a minimum, officers are advised to wear; 

- Disposable gloves 
- Fluid-repellent surgical mask  
- The requirement for a disposable plastic apron and disposable eye protection 

(such as face visor or goggles) must be risk assessed against anticipated/likely 
risk of contamination with splashes, droplets of blood or body fluids.   

 
Where contact is being made with symptomatic individuals, additional PPE will be required 
to the above recommendations, which includes wearing; 

- Disposable apron 
- Eye protection (googles) 
- A risk assessment can be conducted on the use of a of a fluid-repellent cover-

all/over-suit.  
 

Fire Fighters  

For fire and rescue activities where close contact with the public is likely and social 
distancing is not available (entering homes) and possible risk of infection exists, it is 
recommended that fire fighters wear; 

- Full fire kit 
- Disposable gloves 
- Fluid-repellent surgical mask  
- Disposable apron  

 
In the event of fire fighters delivering CPR (chest compressions and defibrillation) it is 
recommended that fire fighters wear;  

- Full fire kit with helmet visor lowered  
- Disposable gloves 
- Fluid-repellent surgical mask  
- Disposable apron  

 
Firefighters should consider placing a surgical mask over the casualties’ mouth and nose to 
enhance protection. 
 
Cardiopulmonary resuscitation is not identified as an Aerosol Generated Procedure (AGP) 
but when paramedics perform AGPs, firefighters should withdraw to a safe distance beyond 
the 2-metre zone.  If fire fighters are required to treat the casualty, they should change to a 
higher level of PPE, consisting of  

- Full fire kit with helmet visor lowered  
- Disposable gloves 
- FFP3 masks (or FFP2 is sufficient) or Breathing Apparatus with fire kit 
- Disposable apron  
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Cleaning in non-healthcare settings  
 
The minimum PPE to be worn for cleaning an area where a person with possible or confirmed 
Covid-19 is  

- Disposable gloves  
- Disposable apron  

If a risk assessment of the setting indicates that a higher level of virus may be present (for 
example, where unwell individuals have slept in a room) or there is visible contamination with 
body fluids, then the need for additional PPE to protect the cleaner’s eyes, mouth and nose 
might be necessary (fluid-repellent mask and eye protection). 

Managing bodies of deceased persons (coroners, mortuary operators, pathologists, 
funeral directors)  

Coming soon 

 

PPE types  
 

Disposable Gloves 
 
Disposable gloves protect individuals from picking up the Covid-19 virus from the environment 
(such as contaminated surfaces) or directly from people with Covid-19.   
 
They must be worn as guided by recommendations in the guidance or following a risk 
assessment.  Disposable gloves are subject to single use and must be disposed of 
immediately after completion of a task or after each person contact, followed by hand hygiene.  
 
Wearing of gloves is not a substitute for good hand washing.  Care must be taken not to touch 
the face, mouth or eyes when wearing gloves.    

 

Disposable aprons  
 
Disposable plastic aprons protect staff uniform or clothes from contamination when providing 
care.   
 
They must be worn as guided by recommendations in the guidance or following a risk 
assessment.  Disposable aprons are subject to single use and must be disposed of 
immediately after completion of a task or after each patient contact.   
 
 

Surgical mask / Fluid repellent surgical masks  

 
Surgical masks and fluid repellent surgical masks are worn for 2 reasons; 1) to protect your 
mouth and nose from the person’s respiratory secretions you are looking after and 2) to 
protect residents by minimising the risk of transmitting infection from yourself (via secretions 
or droplets from your mouth, nose and lungs) to people when you are caring for them.  
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Surgical masks (SM) and Fluid Repellent surgical masks (FRSM) can in most cases be worn 
on a sessional/continuous use basis and then discarded (followed by hand hygiene).  
Facemasks should therefore be changed when;   

- You leave for a break  
-  When they are damaged, soiled or uncomfortable 

 
FRSMs should; 

- Be well fitted, covering both nose and mouth.  
- Not be allowed to dangle around the neck of the wearer after or between each 

use 
- Not be touched once put on 

 
 

Eye Protection  
 
Eye/face protection should be worn when there is a risk of contamination to the eyes from 
splashing of secretions (including respiratory secretions), blood, body fluids or excretions. An 
individual risk assessment should be carried out prior to or at the time of providing care or 
contact. Eye/face protection can in most cases be worn on a sessional/continuous use basis.  
Eye protection should therefore be changed when;    

- You leave for a break  
- When they are damaged, soiled, or uncomfortable; 

Eye and face protection can be achieved by the use of any one of the following: 

• surgical mask with integrated visor 
• full face shield or visor 
• polycarbonate safety spectacles or equivalent 

Eye/ face protection should: 

• Cover the eyes completely; 

• Not be allowed to dangle around the neck of the wearer; 

• Not be touched once put on; 

• Hand hygiene MUST always be performed after disposal; 

• Be worn if there is a risk of splashing of blood or bodily fluids. 

• Reusable plastic goggles must be cleaned in between each use, using detergent wipes 

and then disinfectant wipes (minimum of 70% alcohol content); 

• Disposable gloves and aprons MUST be worn whilst cleaning the goggles; 

• Hand hygiene MUST be performed once the goggles have been cleaned. 

 

Sessional (continuous) use of face masks and eye protection 
 
There is no evidence to suggest that replacing masks and eye protection between each person 

would reduce risk of infection to you. Instead there may in fact be more risk to you by 
repeatedly changing your face mask/eye protection as this may involve touching your face 
unnecessarily. We recommend you use face masks and eye protection continuously until 
you leave for a break both to reduce risk of transmission and also to make it easier for you 
to conduct your routine work without unnecessary disruption.  
 
When you take a break, you should remove your face mask and eye protection, a new 
mask should be used for the next duty period.  If the item is re-usable then you must 
ensure it is appropriately cleaned before reusing it.  
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There are circumstances when you would need to remove and replace your face mask 
or eye protection before the end of your shift; 
- if damaged 
- if soiled (e.g. with secretions, body fluids) 
- if damp 
- if uncomfortable 
- if difficult to breathe through 
 
Eye protection should be discarded and replaced (or decontaminated if the item is re-
usable) and NOT 
be subject to continued use in any of the following circumstances: 

-  if damaged 
- if soiled (e.g. with secretions, body fluids) 
- if uncomfortable. 

 

Homemade masks  
 
Homemade masks are not considered personal protective equipment so caution should be 
used when considering this option.  
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Best practise: PPE, Handwashing, Hand gel (rub) and 
washing uniform   
 
PPE 
 
When removing and replacing PPE ensure you are 2 metres away from residents and 
other staff.  
 
Public Health England have produced guidance on putting on and taking off PPE, which can 
be found below. A donning and doffing video also supports this guidance 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-GncQ_ed-9w&feature=youtu.be 
 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file
/877658/Quick_guide_to_donning_doffing_standard_PPE_health_and_social_care_poster__.pdf 

 
Note: after removing any element of PPE, hand washing should be extended to exposed forearms. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-GncQ_ed-9w&feature=youtu.be
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Handwashing 
 
Posters showing the correct way to wash hands can be found here:  
 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/87
7530/Best_Practice_hand_wash.pdf 
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Hand Gel (Hand rub) 
 
Posters showing the correct way to use hand gel can be found here:  
 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/87

7529/Best_Practice_hand_rub.pdf 

  

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/877529/Best_Practice_hand_rub.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/877529/Best_Practice_hand_rub.pdf
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Disposal of PPE  
 
Table 1 outlines waste disposal requirements across a number of scenarios which are 
applicable to various non-clinical settings**.  
 
In these scenarios, waste must be disposed in plastic bag and tied, placed into a second bag 
and tied, stored in a secure place for 72 hours, then put in normal waste collection service. 
 
Across healthcare settings where PPE is used amongst suspected or confirmed Cpvid-19 
cases, waste must be disposed using usual clinical waste guidelines. 
 
Some additional guidance can be found below for home-based care, health care settings 
and nursing homes.  
 
Home Based Care 
 
Used PPE must be placed in a bag such as a carrier bag by the health/social care worker. 
This bag must be securely tied closed. It must be left in a safe place where it will not be 
handled in the clients home for 72 hours. The client / household member must be advised to 
place this bag in a second waste bag after 72 hours, and then place this in their usual domestic 
waste stream.  The PPE should NOT be placed in an orange clinical waste bag or be 
transported by health/social care workers. 
 
Healthcare Settings & Nursing Homes 
 
Waste (including used PPE) from a possible or a confirmed COVID case must be disposed of 
as Category B infectious waste. The transport of Category B waste is described in Health 
Technical Memorandum 07-01: Safe management of healthcare waste.  
 

 
** Non-clinical settings include services provided by local government, educational settings, 
voluntary sector, residential/nursing homes, supported living and home care providers in line 
with scenarios in Table 3 should; 

 
Accessing PPE 
 
Check your current supplies of PPE to ensure you have sufficient supplies to meet the 
increasing demands for PPE.   
 
If additional supplies of PPE are required, go through your normal supplies chains. 
 
HCC have a small stock of emergency PPE supplies, which is being distributed on a priority 
basis (see priority list below).  To access this stock, please contact HCC on the dedicated 

Provider Hub on 01707 708 108 or via  assistance@hcpa.info.   

 
Providers of services for children should call the children’s provider helpline on 01923 
676549 
Children’s Services staff should email kate.mason@hertfordshire.gov.uk 

 

 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-the-safe-management-of-healthcare-waste
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-the-safe-management-of-healthcare-waste
mailto:assistance@hcpa.info
mailto:kate.mason@hertfordshire.gov.uk
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You will be required to demonstrate that;  
1. You have exhausted ALL their supply chain options including the national supply of 

PPE where appropriate.  
 

2. You have staff who are delivering direct care to children and/or adults who are 
suspected or confirmed as having Covid-19, are visiting households where any 
member is suspected or confirmed as having Covid-19 or visiting households with 
very vulnerable children and/or adults.   

 
If you can not access PPE from your usual supply routes, regulated providers across the 
health and care system who have an urgent requirement for PPE should contact The 
National Supply Disruption Service Helpline on 0800 915 9964 or email at  
supplydisruptionservice@nhsbca.nhs.uk. 
 
Acute, Mental Health, Community, Integrated Care and Ambulance trusts can access PPE 

orders through https://www.ppe-dedicated-supply-channel.co.uk/nhs-hospital-trusts/, a 

dedicated PPE supply website.  

  

tel:08009159964
mailto:supplydisruptionservice@nhsbca.nhs.uk
https://www.ppe-dedicated-supply-channel.co.uk/nhs-hospital-trusts/
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PPE and Hand Sanitiser Priority List 
 
The priority list for PPE has been identified as followed  
 
1. Social care frontline workers working with symptomatic or vulnerable people in 

community settings (adults, children, homeless etc)  
 

2. Police and Fire frontline for essential use in situations with infected people 
 
3. People who are vulnerable to serious illness from infection but are in essential roles 

which mean they need to continue working 
 
4. Mortuary technicians and staff and Funeral directors for the purposes of safe handling of 

remains as outlined in Appendix A of the HSE guidance on safe handling of bodies 
 
The priority list for Hand Sanitiser has been identified as followed  
 
1. Social care frontline workers working with symptomatic or vulnerable people in 

community settings (adults, children, homeless hostels etc)  
 

2. Police and Fire frontline for essential use in situations with infected people 
 
3. People who are vulnerable to serious illness from infection but are in essential roles 

which mean they need to continue working 
 
4. Mortuary technicians and staff and Funeral directors for the purposes of safe handling of 

remains as outlined in Appendix A of the HSE guidance on safe handling of bodies. 
 

4a. For the avoidance of doubt, and to minimise the need for PPE which would 
normally be needed in hospital intensive care units (where ventilation or other 
procedures like nebulising create virus containing aerosols) NO aerosol generating 
procedures such as embalming or exsanguination OR post-mortem 
examinations should be undertaken on the deceased. This will significantly 
reduce the need for full PPE and should enable gloves and aprons, and appropriate 
masks only, to be needed. This will save highest grade PPE for hospital staff. 

 
5. Waste collection and disposal staff should follow existing guidance and existing PPE. 

Information and advice to those infected on safe disposal of household waste should be 
given.  
 

 

  



PPE in Hertfordshire: Requirement and Supply 
  
  

21 | P a g e  
 

PPE Cell 
 
The role of the PPE Cell will be to; 
 

1. To ensure the supply of PPE by procuring PPE from sources directly as well 
as calling down PPE from national stockpiles 

a. Bring together the Procurement managers of relevant agencies and 
create a focused procurement team which will work solely on PPE 
procurement 

b. Create the financial mechanisms for urgent payment and procurement 
(noting that the Cabinet Office has issued two public procurement 
policy guidance notes which enable public authorities to procure very 
quickly in these emergency circumstances1.)  

2. To ensure the safe warehousing and distribution of PPE  
a. Bring in logistics capability  

3. To ensure the allocation of PPE in line with need and the principles and 
priorities below and check this repeatedly with technical specialists 

a. Draw up a detailed specification list of which PPE is needed by which 
function as per Appendix A 

 

For further information  
 

• Useful links: 
– https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus 
– https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/wuhan-novel-coronavirus-

infection-prevention-and-control/covid-19-personal-protective-
equipment-ppe 

– https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-
guidance 

– https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-
social-distancing-and-for-vulnerable-people 

– https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-shielding-
and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19/guidance-
on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-
19 
 
 

• For advice and support: 
– Provider Hub, Hertfordshire County Council Provider Hub  

01707 708 108 or via  assistance@hcpa.info.   

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/wuhan-novel-coronavirus-infection-prevention-and-control/covid-19-personal-protective-equipment-ppe
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/wuhan-novel-coronavirus-infection-prevention-and-control/covid-19-personal-protective-equipment-ppe
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/wuhan-novel-coronavirus-infection-prevention-and-control/covid-19-personal-protective-equipment-ppe
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/wuhan-novel-coronavirus-infection-prevention-and-control/covid-19-personal-protective-equipment-ppe
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-social-distancing-and-for-vulnerable-people
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-social-distancing-and-for-vulnerable-people
mailto:assistance@hcpa.info
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Appendices 
 

Appendix A 
 
PPE use in specified settings 

 

 

Setting  Examples Guidance  
Educational setting Nurseries/Schools/Colleges and 

Universities 
 

Education setting guidance 
Social distancing in schools  

Residential/nursing 
homes/supported living and 
home care providers 
Social care workforce 
 

Social care workers / wardens / 
cleaning staff  

Residential setting guidance 
How to work safely in care 
homes 

First responders setting Police officers, fire and rescue staff First responder’s guidance 

Homelessness Homeless shelters Homeless shelters guidance 
(coming soon) 

Prisons Prison officers Prison setting guidance 

Mortuary  Senior and area coroners, 
undertakers and pathology 
technicians. 

Chief coroner guidance  
Managing deceased guidance  
Managing infection risks when 
handling deceased 
Guidance for care f deceased 
during Covid-19 pandemic  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-educational-settings-about-covid-19/guidance-to-educational-settings-about-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-social-distancing-in-education-and-childcare-settings/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-social-distancing-in-education-and-childcare-settings
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-admission-and-care-of-people-in-care-homes
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/880094/PHE_11651_COVID-19_How_to_work_safely_in_care_homes.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/880094/PHE_11651_COVID-19_How_to_work_safely_in_care_homes.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/novel-coronavirus-2019-ncov-interim-guidance-for-first-responders/interim-guidance-for-first-responders-and-others-in-close-contact-with-symptomatic-people-with-potential-2019-ncov
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-services-for-people-experiencing-rough-sleeping/covid-19-guidance-for-hostel-or-day-centre-providers-of-services-for-people-experiencing-rough-sleeping
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-prisons-and-other-prescribed-places-of-detention-guidance/covid-19-prisons-and-other-prescribed-places-of-detention-guidance#advice-on-the-use-of-ppe-for-healthcare-staff-and-custodial-staff-with-patient-facing-roles
https://www.judiciary.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Chief-Coroner-Guidance-No.-34-COVID-19_26_March_2020-.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-for-care-of-the-deceased/guidance-for-care-of-the-deceased-with-suspected-or-confirmed-coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.hse.gov.uk/pubns/books/hsg283.htm
https://www.hse.gov.uk/pubns/books/hsg283.htm
https://www.rcpath.org/uploads/assets/0b7d77fa-b385-4c60-b47dde930477494b/G200-TBPs-Guidance-for-care-of-deceased-during-COVID-19-pandemic.pdf
https://www.rcpath.org/uploads/assets/0b7d77fa-b385-4c60-b47dde930477494b/G200-TBPs-Guidance-for-care-of-deceased-during-COVID-19-pandemic.pdf

